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Mr. Speaker, I don’t want to see the war 

continue another day. I want our troops home 
immediately, and I am frustrated beyond 
words by the President’s continued intran-
sigence in the face of overwhelming evidence 
and opinion. The bill that this House is debat-
ing today will take us closer to the moment 
when every American soldier, sailor, airman or 
Marine in Iraq can be brought home. 

I urge adoption of the bill. 
Ms. HIRONO. Mr. Speaker, the majority of 

Americans do not support the President on 
Iraq. Yet he persists. 

Our caucus is united in our desire to end 
this war and bring our troops home safely de-
spite our genuine disagreements as to how 
and when to bring this about. Within this dis-
agreement, we reflect the broad spectrum of 
opinion in our country. Yet, as Members of 
Congress, we must take action to change the 
trajectory of this war, to come closer to the 
goal of ending the war. 

By setting deadlines for the President to 
meet his own articulated benchmarks, this bill 
places us firmly on that path. 

This bill is not perfect. There will be ‘‘no’’ 
votes because there are deadlines and ‘‘no’’ 
votes because the deadlines are too distant. 
The ‘‘perfect’’ bill that all of us can support will 
not materialize and we will be no closer to 
ending this war. 

At the same time, until their safe return, we 
must support our troops and provide them with 
the equipment and protective gear they need 
while they are in harm’s way. 

With this bill, Congress for the first time 
since the war began is not handing the Presi-
dent a blank check or rubber stamping his 
failed conduct of this war. 

I strongly urge passage of this bill. 

b 1915 

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, I reserve the 
balance of my time for tomorrow. 

Mr. LEWIS of California. That is 
agreeable to us. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 2 of House Resolution 
261, further proceedings on the bill will 
be postponed. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, and under a previous 
order of the House, the following Mem-
bers will be recognized for 5 minutes 
each. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. WOOLSEY addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

IRAQ WAR SUPPLEMENTAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. KINGSTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, I want-
ed to follow up on the debate which we 
have just temporarily postponed until 

tomorrow morning on the supple-
mental appropriations bill for the Iraq 
war, and I wanted to start off by reit-
erating the statement made by Mr. 
SHADEGG of Arizona in which he said he 
knew of no point in history where a 
country at war declared an end date for 
when they would be getting out of that 
war, the point being that most coun-
tries fight wars until the war is fin-
ished, based on the war situation, and 
not based on a calendar and an arbi-
trary date at that. 

I think that is very important as we 
have this vote tomorrow because we 
are, in fact, hurting our troops if we 
make the announcement right now to 
the enemy that by March of 2008 we 
will be leaving. We know particularly 
in the Middle East and in Iraq that in 
cities such as Tikrit and Fallujah, as 
we have been there the last 3 or 4 
years, that whenever the enemy wants 
to, it can lay low and wait till our 
troop situation or troop level shifts, 
and then they come out of the wood-
work. I think if we do announce that 
we are going to be gone in March 2008, 
no matter what happens on the field of 
battle, then that enemy is going to use 
that same tactic to just wait until the 
Americans are out of town. 

If we do leave that country before the 
job is done, then what happens, Mr. 
Speaker, is it could cause chaos. A civil 
war could erupt, and a lot of people 
say, well, I do not care if a civil war 
erupts. But how do you know it is 
going to stay in the boundaries of Iraq? 
Why would not the Shiites in Iran, for 
example, get involved in it? We already 
know they are getting involved in sup-
plying the Shiites in Iraq with things. 
We do not know what will happen in 
that volatile area. 

What happens to our ally Israel? We 
know that the Arab countries want to 
wipe Israel off the map. Are we doing 
Israel any favors if we abruptly with-
draw and arbitrarily withdraw from 
Iraq? 

And what happens to the oil re-
serves? I know it is interesting, every-
body likes to say no war for oil, but the 
reality is you cannot fight a war with-
out oil, and you cannot run our econ-
omy without oil, and petrodollars can 
stir up a lot of trouble around the 
globe. Just ask Hugo Chavez in Ven-
ezuela what he has done with his 
petrodollars, street money, and here we 
would be turning over the second or 
third largest oil reserves in the world 
over to a terrorist anti-American state. 

Think about this for a minute in that 
context. America drilling and tapping 
into all the reserves that we have, we 
control 3 percent of the world’s oil re-
serves. We use 25 percent. We import 60 
percent. If you wanted to declare war 
on America, you would look at our oil 
supply, as countries have always 
looked at the energy or food supply of 
any country that they have planned to 
invade. 

I want to say this. I represent Fort 
Stewart. This week the 3rd Infantry 
Division starts on its third deployment 

to Iraq. General Lynch, the com-
manding general, just left on Tuesday. 
But back in Hinesville, Georgia, there 
are 318 memorial trees that have been 
planted in memory of 3rd Infantry sol-
diers who have lost their life in Iraq. I 
have gone to some of the ceremonies. It 
is a sad thing, but even as you leave 
the field, the memorial field, soldiers 
say, we want to complete this job. 

I have visited soldiers in the hos-
pitals in Baghdad and at Walter Reed 
and in Ramstein, Germany, in 
Landstuhl, and they all say they want 
to go back and finish the job. But I do 
not want to tell you that I can speak 
for the troops because there is thou-
sands of them, and I always resent 
when people come here and say this is 
what the troops want, because the 
troops are just like the rest of Amer-
ica, we want a lot of things, and Amer-
ica is divided on this. 

But I want to say to the Democrats, 
I think that you have done the right 
thing. This war has needed more over-
sight. I believe we as Republicans were 
remiss in not having more oversight. I 
think putting up goals in the form of 
what we would like the Iraqi Govern-
ment to do, I think that that is fitting 
and proper, but I think to have hard 
and fast deadlines is unreasonable. 

We, in this over 200-year constitu-
tional government, cannot do things 
that we should do. Last year, for exam-
ple, we were not able to pass a budget. 
We did not pass all of our appropriation 
bills. The important thing is the Re-
publican Party, certainly as the major-
ity party, we are guilty, but the point 
is we could not even do that in our own 
government. How do we expect the 
Iraqis to do it by an arbitrary date set? 

So I recommend that we recommit 
this bill, hammer out some of the dif-
ferences, and then bring it back to the 
floor in a different and improved prod-
uct. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank you for the 
time. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. CORRINE 
BROWN) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will 
appear hereafter in the Extensions of 
Remarks.) 

f 

IRAQ SUPPLEMENTAL FUNDING 
BILL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr. 
MCDERMOTT) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, 
those elected to serve in the people’s 
House sometimes must decide matters 
of war and peace, in other words, mat-
ters of life and death, and nothing is 
more important. 

Today we stand at the crossroads of 
one such momentous decision, and let 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 04:59 Mar 23, 2007 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00109 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A22MR7.097 H22MRPT1cc
ol

em
an

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

60
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-18T12:58:19-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




